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Disability Research through a Community-based Project: 
An example of one disAbled student
Summary of the project

· Purpose: to determine the programming needs of young adults with Down syndrome in the local community. 

· Methodology-interviewing members of a Down syndrome support group, and service providers for persons with developmental disabilities

· Findings from research are formulated in a report to the community organization
Young adults with Down syndrome require support programs that are…

· Dedicated to increasing self sufficiency and empowering individuals

· Accessible to those they are meant to serve

Analysis

· The members of the Down Syndrome support group and service providers share the same goal in terms of the future for persons with developmental disabilities

· Generally programs service a wide variety of needs and provide the appropriate accommodations, while remaining affordable

· The majority of programs that exist are unavailable as clients are waitlisted for an indefinite period of time

· There is a lack of program supports and services for young adults with developmental disabilities

· There is a patchwork of services as many are provided on an “as needed” basis

· There is a focus on transition planning, but a lack of transition programming to support young adults with developmental disabilities

· Transportation is a significant accessibility issue for CHANGES members, especially since it is the client’s responsibility to provide transportation

Implication of disability studies in this project
Emancipatory research paradigm-disability research prioritizes people with a disability and their concerns throughout the entire research process with the aim of facilitating their empowerment

Constraints on disability research

· Consent from research participants who are deemed incompetent

· Defining quality of life

Empowering effects of undertaking disability research on students with disabilities
